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THE

LEGISLATIVE  
LAWYER

BY THE HONORABLE KYLE EVANS GAY AND JOEL RUDNICK, LEGISLATIVE LIBRARIAN

A s legal research goes, most attorneys can quickly pull from 
digital databases the relevant caselaw to support their legal 
argument. But when it comes to tracking legislation, debat-
ing legislative intent, or interpreting the Delaware Code, not 

every attorney knows where to look first. That is why we have created 
this resource for attorneys conducting legislative research. 

As has been discussed by other contributors, the Division of Research 
is the General Assembly’s nonpartisan and confidential reference bureau, 
providing a wide range of services, including legislative and legal research, 
bill drafting, committee staffing, and the development, production, and 
distribution of public information concerning the General Assembly. 

The Legislative Library is a part of the Division of Research that 
provides reference materials to legislators, staff, and members of the 
public. The Legislative Library collection is one of several collections of 
our state’s legislative record that we highlight here. 

These valuable resources have been made even more accessible 
through digitization, which means they are available to members of 
the public even as so many are working remotely. We encourage 
you to explore the many resources available online and in person 
at the Legislative Library and Delaware Public Archives. For more 
information, see the Division’s website at https://legis.delaware.gov/ 
Offices/DivisionOfResearch, or contact the Division at (302) 744-4114 
or LC_Reception@delaware.gov. 

Delaware General Assembly Bills and 
Resolutions

In addition to the text of the legislation, these 
documents show the sponsor(s) and sometimes the 
drafter. Synopses at the end of legislation started to 
become common practice in 1973. 

 ▪ Delaware General Assembly website1 – 2001 
to the present.
 ▪ Legislative Library – 1973 to the present.
 ▪ Delaware Public Archives – 1776 to present; 

unpassed legislation before 1947 is rarely extant. 

Audio from the House and Senate floor
The amount of information one can garner from 

here varies quite a bit. There can be hours of debate 
or just a simple roll call.

 ▪ Available through Legislative Librarian – 1963 
to the present.

Laws of Delaware
Laws of the State of Delaware homepage2 – all laws 

from 1935 to the present browsable by citation; older 
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Senator Kyle Evans Gay represents Delaware’s 5th Senate district and 
is an attorney with Connolly Gallagher practicing corporate litigation. 
She can be reached at kgay@connollygallagher.com.
Joel Rudnick is the Legislative Librarian for the Division of Research, 
where he researches legislative information for legislators, legislative 
staff, and anyone else who asks him to. He has a great interest in or-
ganizing and preserving Delaware’s legislative history, and ensuring it 
is accessible and retrievable. He can be reached at jar@delaware.gov.

laws can contain errors due to electronic conversion 
from PDF to HTML.

 ▪ Legislative Library – 1700 to the present.
 ▪ Delaware Public Archives’ Laws of Delaware 

page3 – 1700 to 2002 – scanned books in PDF 
format.

Delaware Code
Delaware law, as it exists at a particular time and 

arranged by subject matter. Print volumes and some 
electronic versions have annotations. These annota-
tions can make reference to case law, explicitly state 
what caused a textual change, etc.

Current Code
 ▪ The General Assembly’s Delaware Code On-

line4 – unannotated Code updated frequently. 
Unlike databases such as Lexis Advance or 
Westlaw, all citations to the laws making up the 
history of a particular Code section are working 
hyperlinks. 
 ▪ Legislative Library – annotated print volumes 

and supplements kept current and updated at the 
end of each calendar year.

Historical Code
 ▪ Legislative Library – all annotated print 

volumes; many interim and cumulative supple-
ments, including a complete collection of cumu-
lative supplements 1990 to the present. 
 ▪ Delaware Public Archives – most volumes 

and cumulative supplements. 

Committee Meeting Minutes
The discussion in committee around a particular 

piece of legislation. In addition to noting what com-
mittee members were present, they can also reference 
witnesses or others in attendance.

 ▪ Delaware General Assembly website5 – both chambers from 
2017 to the present.
 ▪ Legislative Library – both chambers from 2013 to the present.
 ▪ Delaware Public Archives – House minutes from 1987 to the 

present. They have no Senate minutes.
 ▪ Note: Committee meeting minutes are not always distributed; 

the further back in time one goes, the less likely there will be 
minutes available.

House and Senate Journals
A summary of each legislative day in the chamber. The later ones 

are extremely brief in their descriptions but can still contain valuable 
information, such as dates, roll calls, committee assignments, and the 
names of those testifying.

 ▪ Legislative Library – 1821 to the present; oldest volumes are 
sporadic.
 ▪ The University of Delaware Library’s Journals of the Delaware 

General Assembly page6 – House Journals from 1835 to 2015 and 
Senate Journals from 1831 to 2005.
 ▪ Note: There are currently no Senate Journals from 2009 to 

the present.

House and Senate Calendars
The dates in the lifetime of legislation, including introduction, 

committee reporting, passage, and enactment. The Calendars also have 
legislation’s amendments and substitutes with their final dispositions.

 ▪ Delaware General Assembly website7 – for legislation introduced 
from 2001 to the present.
 ▪ Legislative Library – for legislation introduced 1969 to the 

present.  
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